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Celebrations

Celebrations are events that are held on special Some celebrations involve only a few people.
occasions. Some are events from the past that are Others involve whole cities or countries.
still celebrated. Others celebrate important times Large celebrations take place across the world.

in our lives, or activities such as music.

e N
Birthdays are special events that New Year’s Eve is celebrated all around
many people celebrate. the world with fireworks.
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What are national and world

celebrations?

National celebrations are events where a whole Many national celebrations remember special events in
country takes part. A world celebration is an event a country’s history. World celebrations can be held for
that takes place across the world. religious reasons, or to celebrate a culture or sport.

Many religions have big world celebrations,
they were discovered or became independent. such as Catholic World Youth Day.
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Australia Day is a national celebration of when

Europeans first came to Australia to live. It takes
place every year on 26 January. This was when
the First Fleet arrived in Australia in 1788.

Some Australians celebrate their country
and culture on Australia Day.
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Many Indigenous Australians do not celebrate
Australia Day. This is because they believe it was
the day their land was invaded. Some people call
this day Invasion Day.

Many Indigenous Australians hold separate
events on 26 January.
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The Fourth of July is an American national The Fourth of July is a holiday, and schools and
celebration. It celebrates the day the shops are closed. Many Americans celebrate their

Declaration of Independence was signed history and culture with their families and friends.
in 1776. It is also called Independence Day.

The Fourth of July
celebrates the signing
of the Declaration of
Independence many
years ago.

in many American towns and cities.
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India celebrates its independence from Britain Schools are open on Independence Day.

on |5 August every year. The Prime Minister gives Students take part in ceremonies and learn
a speech to the Indian people. There are also about India’s independence. They also sing
flag-raising ceremonies and parades. the Indian national anthem.

Large crowds watch the parades on School students wave the Indian flag
Indian Independence Day. on Independence Day.
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Columbus Day, the Americas

Columbus Day is celebrated every October in
the Americas. People remember the day that the
Spanish explorer Christopher Columbus first arrived

in the Americas. Some towns celebrate with parades.

A statue of
Christopher
Columbus,
who arrived in
the Americas
in 1492,
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Many Indigenous people of the Americas

do not celebrate Columbus Day. This is because
they believe their people were treated unfairly
after Columbus arrived.

Wyl = T
Some Indigenous people of the Americas
hold separate events on Columbus Day.
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Anzac Day, Australia and New Zealand

Anzac Day is held in Australia, New Zealand and On Anzac Day members of the military take part
some Pacific islands. It is held each year on 25 Apiril. in parades. There are also special acts to remember
This was when Anzac soldiers landed at Gallipoli, those killed or injured. These include laying wreaths
Turkey, in 1915. af war memorials.

llllllllllll

On Anzac Day, people go to dawn services ‘ ~
to remember those who died in wars. Parades are a very important part of Anzac Day.
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Guy Fawkes Night, united Kingdom

Guy Fawkes Night is a celebration that began

in the United Kingdom. It remembers a man called
Guy Fawkes. He tried to blow up the Houses of
Parliament on 5 November 1605.

Guy Fawkes Night
is celebrated in the
United Kingdom
with bonfires

and fireworks.

Celebrations cd © Macmillan Publishers Australia ISBN: 9781420279504

Guy Fawkes Night was celebrated with bonfires and
fireworks for many years. Today, this is not allowed in
most countries because fireworks can be dangerous.

In many places, people once lit bonfires
on Guy Fawkes Night.
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Remembrance Day is held in many countries
on I I November each year. This was the day
World War I ended in 1918. Remembrance Day

ceremonies honour people killed in wars.

D
— |

People are silent for two minutes at I | am
on Remembrance Day.
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On Remembrance Day people wear poppies
as a sign of remembrance. Poppies grew on
the battlefields in Europe during World War L.

Bl Al X 3 s \ T’
EE N T AR ED n % ¢ -5 NACR
:.‘ "é, “'« \', A Ay 2. A & \ e RS -.\'. \7 ) e ‘i,

¥ B S

On Remembrance Day, poppies are used to
show respect for people killed at war.
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Kwanzaa

Kwanzaa (say kwan-za) is a world celebration of Kwanzaa started in America in 1966, but has spread
African culture. It is held for one week in December. to many other countries. During the week people have
Kwanzaa is celebrated in countries with large large feasts and give presents.

numbers of African people.

TE | el ST <Y Y/ e
IR : Seven candles are lit during Kwanzaa week — one
African dances are part of Kwanzaa celebrations. for each day of the celebration.
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Olympic Games

The Olympic Games is a major worldwide sporting
celebration. Countries put aside their differences
during the games. It is held every four years, in a
different city each time.

Most of the world’s nations take part
in the Olympic Games.
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Thousands of athletes from around the world compete
in either summer or winter sports. Large numbers
of people come to watch the sports events.

Many tourists fravel fo the host city to see
the Olympic Games.
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Football World Cup

The Football World Cup is a big sports competition. Many players and visitors come from around the world
It is held every four years in a different country. to join in the celebration. Millions of people also watch
The Football World Cup usually lasts for one month. the Football World Cup on television.

Fans of the winning team cheer loudly
at the Football World Cup.

Hundreds of thousands of people watch
Football World Cup matches.
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World Environment Day

World Environment Day is held every year on 5 June. Each year the celebrations are held in a different city.
It teaches people about caring for the environment. People from all over the world attend. There are large
An organisation called the United Nations started meetings and other special activities, such as rallies

the day in 1972. and concerts.

Tree planting takes place all around the world Thousands of people take part in rallies
on World Environment Day. on World Environment Day.

Celebrations cd © Macmillan Publishers Australia ISBN: 9781420279504 Celebrations cd © Macmillan Publishers Australia ISBN: 9781420279504



Try this!

Try this quiz J

Find the answers to these questions in the book.
(You can check your answers on page 32.)

Why is American Independence Day held on 4 July?
When is India’s Independence Day?

2

3 Who is remembered on Anzac Day?

4 How is Guy Fawkes Night celebrated?
5

What does Kwanzaa celebrate?

Try this activity J

30

Next time you celebrate a special occasion with your friends
or family, ask yourself:

* Why are you celebrating?
* How long have people been celebrating this event?

® Are there other places in the world where people
celebrate the event?
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Glossary

Americas the region that includes all of North, Central
and South America

ceremonies activities that take place on special occasions
culture way of living

Declaration of the document that said America is o be a
Independence free country

First Fleet the || ships that first sailed from Britain
to Australia

independence freedom from the rule of another country

Indigenous the first people to live in a country or region
invaded attacked by people from another country
or ared
military soldiers, or those who fought in wars
rallies events where large numbers of people come

together and demand action
remembrance the act of remembering
United Nations an organisation that most countries belong to

war memorials special sites to remember those who have
served in wars

wreaths flowers and leaves arranged in a circle
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Answers to the quiz on page 30

| This is the date the Declaration of
Independence was signed in 1776.

2 On 15 August each year

3 Those who were Killed or injured in wars

U4 With bonfires and fireworks

5 African culture
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